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MICROSOFT UNLIMITED POTENTIAL – SILICON VALLEY 

2010 Request for Proposal

Microsoft Unlimited Potential connects the corporation’s business and its corporate citizenship efforts to support underserved communities around the world. The Microsoft Unlimited Potential – Silicon Valley, a corporate advised fund established at Silicon Valley Community Foundation, offers general support grants to organizations whose core programs focus in education, environment, workforce development, and/or safety net and serve communities in Silicon Valley.

Education: In-school and/or after school programs with strong impact on enhancing academic performance of students from underserved communities.
Environment: Local conservation/restoration programs to improve outdoor community space or wildlife habitat, educational programs on local environmental issues to residents, or programs that influence consumers’ attitude towards recycling efforts. Preference is given to organizations with programs for direct hands-on environmental activities. 
Workforce development:  Programs that offer various workforce skills training and knowledge to help youth prepared for the job market and/or become successfully employed. 

Safety net:  Hunger, homelessness, and health programs that address the basic needs of vulnerable families during times of economic hardship and uncertainty.
FUNDING:  
Requests in any amount up to a maximum of $15,000 will be considered. A majority of the grants will be awarded to organizations with an annual operating budget between $100,000 and $3,000,000.
ESSENTIAL CRITERIA FOR FUNDING:

· Applicant must be a 501(c)3 designated nonprofit community based provider.  
· Applicant must be currently operating programs that serve San Mateo and Santa Clara counties.

· Incomplete applications will not be considered.

RESTRICTIONS: 

Funds will not be granted for endowments, annual fund drives, coverage of operating deficits,  debt service, political, partisan, and religious activities, research organizations, or works in which there is no clear public benefit and/or charitable intent.

APPLICATION AND GRANTS PROCESS: 

· Applications are due March 31, 2010.

· Questions can be directed to Hoa Tran, Corporate Philanthropy Manager, at httran@siliconvalleycf.org or 650-450-5514.

· Submit one electronic copy to corporategrants@siliconvalleycf.org with subject title “Microsoft Unlimited Potential.” A signed copy of the application and supporting documents must be submitted as pdf file(s). 
· Applicants will be notified of funding decisions in May 2010.  Funding period is May 2010 to April 2011.
· If awarded a grant, payment will be made in one installment through the Microsoft Unlimited Potential – Silicon Valley, a corporate advised fund at Silicon Valley Community Foundation. 
A final report accounting for the use of grant funds is required at the end of the funding period.

· MICROSOFT UNLIMITED POTENTIAL – SILICON VALLEY
GRANT APPLICATION ONE PAGE COVER SHEET

ORGANIZATION INFORMATION
Date:      
Institution/Organization Name:      
Address:      
City/State/Zip:      
Website:      
Name and title of primary contact for proposal:      
Phone:      


Fax:      


E-mail:      
Executive Director of organization (if other than above):

Phone:      


Fax:      

    
E-mail:      



Fiscal Agent’s Name and Contact information (if appropriate):      
Tax ID Number (Organization or Fiscal Sponsor):      
FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
Financials for fiscal year ending:      
Total organization budget for current fiscal year:      
Organization’s net income for last fiscal year (use minus sign to denote deficit):       


Organization’s net income for two years prior (use minus sign to denote deficit):       
Cash reserve at the close of last fiscal year:       
Does your organization have an endowment:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Percentage of organization budget devoted to fundraising:      
REQUEST SNAPSHOT
Applying for:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Education
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Environment
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Workforce development    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Safety Net    
Amount requested: $      
Total number served by organization last fiscal year:      
Total number expected to be served this fiscal year: 
Geographical communities/cities to be served by the organization:      
Mission of the organization/mission statement: 
     
The narrative of the proposal should answer the questions below and should be no longer than 3 pages (12-point font, 1 inch margins). 
1. Provide a brief history and description of your organization.  Please include staff size and community support (volunteers and collaborative partners).
     
2. What are the organization’s core programs and services?

3. Provide a description of the need, problem or opportunity addressed by your organization.

4. Describe the demographic population that will be served by your organization? Please provide specifics, e.g. number to be served, percentage of low-income or people of color, youth, etc. as available.

5. What is your organization’s experience relative to this year’s grant priority topics and why your organization is an important community resource? 

6. Describe how you will use the grant funds. 

7. If awarded a grant, how will your organization sustain its services beyond the grant year? Please include specific plans you have for future funding.

8. How did you hear about Microsoft Unlimited Potential – Silicon Valley Grants Program?

In addition to the narrative, please submit the following attachments:
· Attachment A: Verification of tax-exempt status (required for new applicants).
· Attachment B: Organization’s balance sheet and P&L for last completed fiscal year.
· Attachment C: Organization’s operating budget for current fiscal year.
· Attachment D: Board of directors list that includes members’ professional affiliations.
· Attachment F:  A list of the organization’s key funders and amount received/pending.
Incomplete applications will not be considered. 

To the best of my knowledge, the foregoing information is true.
___________________________________

____________________________________

Signature of Chief Executive (or equivalent)

Date Signed
______________________________________________________________________________
Print Name & Title
Microsoft Unlimited Potential – Silicon Valley
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