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Chancellor Henry Yang, Dean Melvin Oliver, Board
of Trustees, distinguished faculty, class of 2008 adies
and gentlemen, it is a distinct honor and a pleasur
have been asked to share this special day with yam
especially pleased to fulfill a promise that | mad®ean
Melvin Oliver over a year ago to be this year’s
commencement speaker, and | always endeavor ta hono
my commitments. | have long been a great fan of Dr

Oliver’s scholarship and leadership, and | am @dde



count him as a both a valued friend and a profassio
colleague.

| also want to recognize my very best friend, my
soul-mate, my wife, Dr. Jacqueline Copeland-Carson
whose intellect and beauty is only surpassed by the
generosity of her spirit.

Graduates of 2008, as you reflect on the jourhay t
you are completing and look ahead with anticipatemn
the journey that you are about to start, pleaskdin
moment to thank the parents and guardians, the
Immediate and extended family members, and thedse
and neighbors who through their prayers, encouragém

and financial assistance helped to make this dagible.
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Remember — we all stand on the shoulders of otaas
that no significant accomplishment is ever achieaiene.
Now, | fully recognize that | am the last lectunait
you will have to endure before receiving the dedhed
you have worked so hard and so long to earn. | am
reminded of a course that | once taught yearsaujn
my teacher evaluation a student wrote that if heedree
hour left to live he would like to spend it in mgurse.
And | thought “wow,” until | read ..because that one
hour would seem like a lifetime. Rest assured,@iver
didn’t give me a lot of time but | do have somentjs that
| want say. It will just seem like | am takingifetime.
Every graduation class likes to believe that theeti

In which they are coming of age and the challerages



opportunities that they must face are unigue aniein
any other time. Of course, to some extent, Hreyright.
Every year the world changes just a little andy see
slowly, old beliefs give way to new ways of thingiand
new technologies.

However, there are times when the rate of change
resembles a light switch rather than a dimmer $witc
Such moments in history are known as punctuated
equilibrium where the rules that governed a previage
no longer apply. It happened in the pre-histoge when
the dinosaurs died and were replaced with othenalsi
that were better able to adapt and evolve to differ
conditions. It happened when the Neanderthals gay

to the Homo sapiens.
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| believe that today we are in the midst of an dgua
dramatic transformation. We are moving from a narro
view of citizenship that has focused on one’s howason
to a view of global citizenship that recognized tha
share one world and have a common humanity. éwel
that we are entering a new age in which we will
Increasingly see ourselves as global citizens who a
concerned about and act in ways to make our world a
better place.

Simply stated, global citizens make expenditure and
consumption decisions based on the understandatg th
we live in a mutually interdependent world in whimtr
actions affect others and where the actions ofrstatect

us. Global citizens recognize that the world is



iInterdependent and recognize that exploiting people
anywhere undermines their own self-interest. Tdmey
people who, aided by the Internet, are buildingual
communities in which they share information andcagle
that enable them to act on the information thay the
receive.

Certainly, the concept of global citizenship is not
new. For example, the worldwide effort to impose
sanctions on South Africa during the Apartheid geaas
global citizenship at one of its finest momentd/hat is
new today is that the Internet has made it posédnle
people to develop literally thousands of discreatriing

communities.
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It has become cliché to say that the world hasegott
smaller. Rather than six degrees of separatiorgre/eix
clicks away from learning about anything, buying
anything, selling anything and voicing an opinidroat
everything. When | was growing up, like other thgi
dinosaurs, | believed that knowledge was finite tad
all I needed to know in the entire world, A-Z, wasa
bookshelf in my room. It was called the Encyclaoped
Britannica. It had the answers to anything and\gherg.
Yes, occasionally updates were required but knogded
moved slowly, or so we thought, and knowledge was
something to be mastered and memorized.

Today, those of you who are digital natives

understand that knowledge is infinite. You havmedo



the realization that it is largely pointless to tiny
memorize information that you can access from yalir
phones at any time and that the challenge is gprtin
through all of the information to find the exacepe of
Information that you need and to verify its accyrac
The Internet has made it possible to freely exchang
iIdeas without the hierarchy of age and degreesand
allowed for labor and capital investments to mowess
International borders in real time. The convergeoic
around the clock—24/7—media and instantaneous
connectivity Is creating an emerging awarenesswieat
are global citizens who share one world and whatssf

are intertwined.



To date, we have largely reacted to our new
Instantaneous connectivity with characteristiciskitfess
In at least two ways. Substantial virtual commisit
have been created on Facebook, MySpace and YouTube
where people spend countless hours viewing anangost
pictures of cats or showing their skills in shakihgir
rear ends. Yes, these individuals are connectdd, b
toward what end or purpose, no one really knows.

At the other extreme, we have used our new
connectivity to drive costs down at the expensiesd
developed countries and our self-interests at hohae.
avoid the costs imposed by environmental standards
developed countries and paying livable wages,

manufacturing is being moved to less developed tt@sn
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where goods can be produced at a cheaper cosse The
cheaper costs mean that workers are paid penuiag, a
work in deplorable conditions, and the environmknta
degradation associated with the manufacture of nony
these products continues, albeit but someplace élse
these manufacturing jobs leave our shores, ouraverk
are unable to secure work at livable wages thereby
significantly lowering their standard of living.

While corporate leaders are often blamed for these
outsourcing decisions, the real villains are corsigm-
people like you and me — who relentlessly demantemo
for less and whose loyalty to a product only rersas

long as it is the least expensive product. Wemnrldsk:
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How is it that a company can continually provide \with
a better product for less money?

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. once said that an
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywher
Global citizens live by this mantra.

Consider these statistics:

 Today we live in a world where every day,

nearly 27,000 children under the age of 5 (9.7
million children per year) die from preventable or
treatable illnesses like pneumonia, diarrhea, and
newborn complications. Through your leadership as
global citizens we can change this.

« Today we live in a world where it is estimated
that in 2001, 1.1 billion people lived on less tifdna
day, and 2.7 billion people lived on less than $2 a
day. Through your leadership as global citizens we
can change this.
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 Today, we live in a world where nearly 1 billion
people live in substandard housing without clean
water or adequate sanitation. Through your
leadership as global citizens we can change this.

« Today, we live in a world where 250 million
children between the ages of 5 and 17—one out of
every six in the world—are working. Half work full
time, and nearly two-thirds work in hazardous
conditions. Through your leadership as global
citizens we can change this.

« Today, we live in a world where approximately

25 percent of the world’s people receive 75 percent

of the world’s income. Through your leadership as

global citizens we can change this.

In addition to spending for consumer goods,
philanthropy has emerged as one of the most sogmifi
ways for global citizens to act on their beliefs.

In this context, understanding what encouragesaglob

citizenship, how it is formed, what directions iaytake
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and how values and ethics are formulated thattead
tangible action will have important future ramifiicans
for international politics, commerce, disseminatodn
social values, and wars as local, national andnatenal
Interests become less distinguishable over time.

There are endless examples of global citizens
expressing their concerns for the world througlrthe
philanthropy. And, it is important to note tha¢fe
iIndividuals understand that being a global citizequires
them to do both/and—meaning support causes abrwhd a
at home.

Astute companies also are increasingly recognizing
these trends and acting on them. For every box of

Pampers, the company will provide a vaccinatioouigh
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UNICEF for a pregnant mother in a developing countr
And, many of you are familiar with the Product Red
campaign in which companies specially brand a prbdu
using the color red and then give a percentagadti sale
to the Global Fund to aid women and children aéddiy
HIV/AIDS in Africa.

It is important not to make the mistake of thinking
that global citizenship and the philanthropy that
accompanies it is one-directional; specificallynfrthe
U.S. to other countries. The United States was the
beneficiary of foreign aid from both individualsdan
governments who responded to the suffering cauged b
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita when our own government

was too paralyzed to act.
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We also should avoid thinking of global citizenship
and its philanthropy as being limited to the vemalthy.
The Internet has made it possible for people ofesbd
means to contribute during well publicized interoaal
emergencies and crises.

So what am | asking from the class of 2008? | am
asking that you take up the challenge of becomiobal
citizens and supporting causes both abroad anoina¢ h |
am asking that you live your lives asking how your
consumption decisions will affect the lives of athel
am asking that you spend your considerable timegusi
the power of the Internet less in pursuit of misgléun or
researching to find the cheapest price but spenghng

consumer dollars and philanthropic dollars in wingt
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promote a broader understanding of our intercomaect
humanity.

Unlike any other generation before you, you will
have access to infinite and instantaneous infoondb
make the world either a better place for all orreng
ruled by the strongest and most ruthless. Clag908,
our world is literally and figuratively in your hda. | am
confident that you are fully ready and preparedlier

challenge. Godspeed to you all!



