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Remarks from SVCF board chair Tom Friel for Regional Meeting 

 

Good afternoon.  

On behalf of Silicon Valley Community Foundation and my fellow board members, thank you for 

joining us here today. 

At the community foundation, our vision is to advance innovative philanthropic solutions to 

challenging problems both in our region and around the world. We engage with donors, nonprofit 

organizations and the community to identify ways to make Silicon Valley – and the world at large – a 

better place. We are financial stewards for charitable investments, and we are a catalyst for greater 

civic advocacy and engagement.   

As many in this room can attest, Silicon Valley Community Foundation is doing tremendous work 

in partnership with all of you, and we are honored to be here to celebrate our progress with you.  

Last year, through the generosity of our donors, we made grants of $130 million to local nonprofits, 

making us the largest single grantmaker to Bay Area causes. And in total – locally, nationally and 

globally – we awarded $294 million in grants. That’s more than ever before, and more than any other 

community foundation in the United States.  

We now have a family of more than 2,600 donors, whose charitable interests and passions extend 

from their own backyards to dozens of countries worldwide. Last year we received a record $993 

million in charitable contributions, including a historic gift of nearly $500 million from Mark 

Zuckerberg, founder and CEO of Facebook. We now have more than 270 funds held by and for 

specific nonprofits, who have access to our investment management services as well as expertise that 

can help them thrive. Through our donors’ charitable contributions and our careful stewardship of 

their funds, our assets are now more than  $3 billion.  

What’s more, for the third consecutive year, we received a clean audit from our team of auditors, 

one that required no “management letter” to clarify anything on our books. As many of you know, 

this is no small accomplishment.  

Before I turn the stage over to Jennifer Kane, who will moderate today’s panel discussion, I would 

like to ask all of the current and former board members of Silicon Valley Community Foundation to 

stand and be recognized for your commitment and contributions.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to ask our sponsors to please stand and be recognized. 

Thank you for helping us make this event a success, and for ensuring we continue our tradition of 

providing this free public event for the community.  

Finally, none of our work would be possible without the nonprofit organizations that serve our two 

counties. It would not be possible without our donors – the individuals, families and companies 
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whose passion for giving helps support this region. And it would not be possible without the 

partnerships we form with those who share our commitment to strengthening the common good.  

Together, we know we can make a difference to our communities. We’re pleased that all of you have 

taken the time to join us today as we hold a dialogue on giving, and hear the perspectives both of 

nonprofit leaders and philanthropists on the relationship between grant-seekers and grant-makers 

and how it is evolving today. 

I hope you leave here today with new information and inspiration. Thank you for your support of 

the community foundation.  

And now it is my pleasure to introduce Jennifer Kane, senior philanthropy advisor at Silicon Valley 

Community Foundation.  

 

 

 

 

  


