San Mateo County
Voter Attitudes Toward Childcare
and Early Childhood Issues
Key Findings of a Countywide Survey
Conducted March 20-29, 2022

220-6370

Survey Methodology
Dates

March 20-29, 2022

Survey Type

Dual-mode Voter Survey

Research Population

Likely November 2022 Voters in San Mateo County with
oversamples in Districts 2 and 3

Total Interviews

729

Margin of Sampling Error

±4.0% at the 95% Confidence Level

Data Collection Modes

Languages

Telephone
Interviews

Online
Interviews

English, Spanish and Vietnamese
(Note: Not All Results Will Sum to 100% Due to Rounding)
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Four in five are not confident that future generations
will be able to afford living in their community.
How confident are you that future generations, like your children or grandchildren,
will be able to afford to live in your community?

Very confident

3%

Somewhat confident

12%

Not too confident

86% of parents of
children under age 5

28%

Not at all confident
Don’t know

Total
Confident
15%

53%

Total Not
Confident
81%

4%

Parents of children under age 5, voters under age 50 – especially those in
their 30’s, those with incomes under $30,000 and those with incomes
between $120,000 and $150,000 and District 3 and 4 residents were among
those that expressed the least confidence.
Q12.
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Nearly half are seriously considering
moving out of the Bay Area.
I am going to read you a statement. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree.
“I am likely to move out of the Bay Area in the next few years.”

Strongly agree

24%

Somewhat agree

21%

Somewhat disagree

17%

Strongly disagree
Don't know

Total
Agree
45%

33%

58% of parents
of children
under age 5

Total
Disagree
50%

4%

Voters under age 50, Latinos, parents – especially those with children 5 and under, and
those with household incomes between $120,000 and $150,000 and District 4 residents
were among the most likely to consider leaving.
Q13.
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A majority says that the cost of childcare or
preschool is a financial strain.
(Asked of Parents with Children Ages 5 and Under: Does paying for childcare or preschool place a
financial strain on you and your family?) (Asked of Parents with Children Ages 6-18: When your child
was under age 6 did paying for childcare or preschool place a financial strain on you and your family?)

A great deal of strain

25%

Some strain

30%

A Great Deal/
Some Strain
55%

Demographic Groups Most Likely to Say
They Faced A Great Deal of Strain
Ages 30-39
Filipino
HH Income $60,000-$90,000

Just a little strain

19%
21%

No strain

Have Children 5 or under
Ages 65+
HH Income $30,000-$60,000
San Mateo
Non-College Educated Women

Don’t know

5%

Republican Women

Q8.
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Families are making difficult decisions
due to cost concerns.
Sometimes the cost of childcare or preschool for children under age 5 forces parents to
make difficult decisions. I am going to read you a list of decisions some parents have to
make. Please tell me if this is a decision you personally have had to make at any point.
Yes

No

Don't Know

Choosing to delay having another child because of
cost concerns

41%

45%

Having you or a partner stay home with a child
rather than work, because childcare is too expensive

38%

52%

Choosing childcare that is less conveniently located
than I would like because it is more affordable

36%

Placing my child in lower quality childcare than
I would have liked because of the high costs

30%

51%

59%

15%

10%

12%

12%

Q11.
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Investing in family resources centers, supporting mental health
programs, and providing dedicated resource for childcare
facilities are the most strongly supported investments.
Please tell me whether you would strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat
oppose, or strongly oppose county government taking each of the following actions.
Strng. Supp.

Smwt. Supp.

Smwt. Opp.

Strng. Opp.

Investing in family resource centers
to support parents and families
of children with special needs

52%

29%

Increasing support for mental health
programs for young children and caregivers

53%

27%

Providing dedicated resources for
the development of childcare and
early learning facilities
Making high quality childcare and preschool
for babies, toddlers, and preschoolers
affordable for all families
Providing healthcare and retirement
benefits for preschool teachers and
childcare providers
Guaranteeing 3 months of paid family leave
for new parents to care for their newborn
child

48%
56%
53%
58%

31%
24%
25%
19%

Don't Know

Total Total
Supp. Opp.

12% 81%
6% 7% 7%

5%

80% 13%

12% 80%

5% 5% 11%

8%

8%

79% 10%

8% 9% 5% 78% 17%
9% 9% 5% 77% 18%

Q14. Split Sample
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More than three-quarters support investing in
programs to support early literacy.
Strng. Supp.

Smwt. Supp.

Smwt. Opp.

Strng. Opp.

Don't Know

Total Total
Supp. Opp.

Investing in programs to support
early literacy and school readiness
for babies, toddlers, and preschoolers

52%

25%

6%5%

Providing free and universal preschool for
all 3- and 4-year-old children

51%

23%

6% 15%

Investing in early childhood oral and dental,
vision, and hearing care for babies,
toddlers, and preschoolers

50%

24%

11% 7% 8% 74% 18%

Supporting shared services networks to help
child care providers access supports
to run their business

38%

Ensuring that preschool teachers and
childcare providers earn the same income
as Kindergarten teachers

45%

Creating a county-level department focused
on the well-being, care, and learning
of young children

42%

35%
27%
24%

12%

76% 12%
74% 21%

8%6% 12% 73% 14%
6%6% 16%

8%

13%

72% 12%

12% 66% 22%

Q14. Please tell me whether you would strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose county government taking each of the
following actions. Split Sample
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Santa Clara County Voter Attitudes Toward
Childcare and Early Childhood Issues
Key Findings of a Countywide Survey
Conducted March 20-29, 2022

220-6370

Survey Methodology
Dates

March 20-29, 2022

Survey Type

Dual-mode Voter Survey

Research Population

Likely November 2022 Voters in Santa Clara County with an
oversample in Santa Clara County District 1

Total Interviews

638

Margin of Sampling Error

±4.0% at the 95% Confidence Level

Data Collection Modes

Languages

Telephone
Interviews

Online
Interviews

English, Spanish and Vietnamese
(Note: Not All Results Will Sum to 100% Due to Rounding)
2

Three-quarters of voters are not confident
that future generations will be able to
afford living in their community.
How confident are you that future generations, like your children or grandchildren,
will be able to afford to live in your community?

Very confident

6%

Somewhat confident

14%

Not too confident

28%

Not at all confident
Don’t know

Total
Confident
20%

79% of parents of
children under age 5

Total Not
Confident
48%
76%

4%

Parents of children under age 5, voters under age 40, those with incomes under
$30,000 and those with incomes between $120,000 and $150,000 and County
District 1 residents were among those that expressed the least confidence.
Q12.

3

Half are seriously considering leaving the Bay
Area permanently.
I am going to read you a statement. Please tell me if you strongly agree,
somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree.
“I am likely to move out of the Bay Area in the next few years.”

Strongly agree

27%

Somewhat agree

23%

Somewhat disagree

15%

Strongly disagree
Don't know

28%

Total
Agree
50%

59% of parents
of children
under age 5

Total
Disagree
43%

7%

Voters under age 50, voters of color, parents – especially those with children 5 and under –
and those with household incomes between $60,000 and $90,000 and $120,000 and
$150,000 were among the most likely to consider leaving.
Q13.

4

Paying for childcare and preschool has created
financial strain for a majority of families.
(Asked of Parents with Children Ages 5 and Under: Does paying for childcare or preschool place a
financial strain on you and your family?) (Asked of Parents with Children Ages 6-18: When your child
was under age 6 did paying for childcare or preschool place a financial strain on you and your family?)

A great deal of strain

28% A Great Deal/
Some Strain
53%
25%

Some strain

Just a little strain

10%
32%

No strain

Don’t know

5%

Demographic Group Most Likely to
Experience A Great Deal of Strain
Ages 30-39
HH Income $30,000-$60,000
Independents Ages 18-49
Men Ages 18-49
Santa Clara Supervisorial District 1
Democrats Ages 18-49
Democratic Men
Asians/Pacific Islanders
HH Income $90,000-$120,000
Independent Women

Q8.

5

Families are making difficult decisions
due to cost concerns.
Sometimes the cost of childcare or preschool, for children under age 5, forces parents to
make difficult decisions. I am going to read you a list of decisions some parents have to
make. Please tell me if this is a decision you personally have had to make at any point.
Yes

Having you or a partner stay home with a child
rather than work, because childcare is too expensive

42%

No

Don't Know

46%

12%

Choosing childcare that is less conveniently located
than I would like because it is more affordable

36%

48%

16%

Placing my child in lower quality childcare than
I would have liked because of the high costs

35%

52%

13%

Choosing to delay having another child because of
cost concerns

34%

50%

16%

Q11.

6

Voters offer strong support for investing in family
resource centers supporting families of children with
special needs and mental health programs.
Please tell me whether you would strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat
oppose, or strongly oppose county government taking each of the following actions.
Strng. Supp.

Investing in family resource centers to
support parents and families of children
with special needs
Increasing support for mental health
programs for young children and caregivers
Guaranteeing 3 months of paid
family leave for new parents to care for
their newborn child
Making high quality childcare and preschool
for babies, toddlers, and preschoolers
affordable for all families
Providing dedicated resources for
the development of childcare and
early learning facilities
Investing in early childhood oral and
dental, vision, and hearing care for
babies, toddlers, and preschoolers

Smwt. Supp.

Smwt. Opp.

56%

Strng. Opp.

30%

Total Total
Don't Know Supp. Opp.
5%

8%

85% 7%
83% 11%

60%

24%

57%

24%

9% 6% 81% 14%

54%

27%

6%7%6% 81% 14%

47%
53%

31%
22%

6% 6% 6%

7%6% 9% 79% 16%
9% 8% 7%

78% 14%

Q14. Split Sample
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Investing in early literacy and school readiness and
providing benefits to preschool teachers and childcare
providers receive broad support.
Total Total
Strng. Supp.

Smwt. Supp.

Providing dedicated resources for
the development of childcare and
early learning facilities
Investing in early childhood oral and
dental, vision, and hearing care for
babies, toddlers, and preschoolers
Ensuring that preschool teachers and
childcare providers earn the same income
as Kindergarten teachers
Supporting shared services networks to
help child care providers access supports
to run their business
Providing free and universal preschool for
all 3- and 4-year-old children
Creating a county-level department
focused on the well-being, care, and
learning of young children

Smwt. Opp.

47%

31%

53%
46%
42%
53%
41%

Don't Know

Supp. Opp.

7%6% 9%

78% 13%

Strng. Opp.

22%
28%
32%

9%

7% 75% 17%

9% 6%11% 74% 15%
5%7% 14%

74% 13%

9%

72% 19%

8% 17% 8%

68% 24%

19% 6%
27%

8%

12%

Q14. Please tell me whether you would strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose county government taking each of the
following actions. Split Sample
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For more information,
contact:

Dave Metz
Dave@FM3research.com

1999 Harrison St., Suite 2020
Oakland, CA 94612
Phone (510) 451-9521
Fax (510) 451-0384

Lucia Del Puppo
Lucia@FM3research.com

